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PANEL 1: INCREASE TOTAL INVESTMENT ABOVE ASEAN-6 
AVERAGE 
 
Introduction of Speaker, Panelists, and Moderator 
 
By Mr. Guenter Taus, ECCP President 
 
Dear Distinguished guests and friends of Arangkada, 
 
This panel is being asked to identify bold strategies for the Philippines to reach a 
much higher Gross Capital Formation or GCF ratio to GDP, including US$15 billion of 
Foreign Direct Investment per annum, within a decade. That’s indeed a target that’s 
much easier said than done. But it’s an essential target to create jobs. 
 
Currently the GCF ration in the Philippines is 19.5% but for the other ASEAN-6 
economies it is closer to 30%. Thus the target for the Philippines should be to raise it to 
30% by 2026. Also, we see dozens of cranes constructing new buildings in Metro 
Manila, but we don’t see the same level of activity everywhere in the country, especially 
in agribusiness and manufacturing plants. Why not? 
 
The Philippines is receiving more FDI, averaging US$6 billion each of the last two 
years. This is great news considering how low it was in the past. But the other ASEAN-6 
economies are receiving much more, e.g. Vietnam a record $14.5 billion in 2015 and 
Indonesia about $25 billion. So we ask our panel to advise us what should be done in 
order to perform as well as Vietnam and to increase annual FDI inflow to the Philippines 
by 2.5 times from $6 billion to $15 billion within a decade.    
 
Let me now call up to the stage our speakers, panelists and moderators.  
 
First, our two speakers: 
  

Dr. Manny Esguerra, Socioeconomic Planning Secretary  at the 
National Economic and Development Authority  who will discuss NEDA 
plans for the future Philippine  economy. 

 
 Dr. Bobby de Ocampo, OBE, who has so generously graced  our fora four 
times for which we are deeply grateful and  appreciative. We have printed a 
summary of his past policy  recommendations in this year’s Arangkada 
Assessment.  
 
Our first distinguished panelist is our 2014 Lifetime Achievement Award recipient PEZA 
Director General Lilia de Lima. We are among her biggest fans for her “Red Carpet” 
treatment for investors, and she has been attending all of our Arangkada fora. 
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DG de Lima will be joined by CanCham president Julian Payne, who will summarize 
bold reform recommendations for the under-performing Mining Sector and Ms. Bayen 
Tinga, co-chair of the Agribusiness Committee of AmCham who will discuss bold 
reform recommendations for the slow-growing Agribusiness Sector.  
 
And rounding out our panel is our moderator, Ms. Cathy Yang, from our media sponsor 
the ABS-CBN News Channel. I am sure the audience is familiar with Cathy who 
anchors two shows “Market Edge” and Business Nightly. 
 
After the speakers are finished they will join the panel, and we look forward to a most 
interesting discussion led by Ms. Yang.  
 
************************************************************************************  
NOTE: THE ANNOUNCER WILL CALL ON THE TWO SPEAKERS AND THE 
MODERATOR FOR THEIR ROLES 


