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PANEL 2: REDUCE UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER-
EMPLOYMENT TO ASEAN-6 AVERAGE 
 
Introduction of Speaker, Panelists, and Moderator 
 
By Mr. Dan Molloy  
 
Dear Distinguished guests and friends of Arangkada, 
 
This panel is being asked to identify bold policies to reduce unemployment and 
underemployment substantially, e.g. to the current ASEAN-6 average of 4.3% for 
unemployment or lower at the end of the decade.   
 
Currently, the unemployment rate in the Philippines is 5.6% and the underemployment 
rate is 17.7%. For many years, these have been the highest of the ASEAN-6. 
 
Since the Philippines has the highest population growth rate of the ASEAN-6, this target 
may be especially hard to achieve. But at the same time that growth rate represents the 
country’s “demographic dividend.” How can the economy best create sufficient quality 
jobs over the next decade for Filipino workers to have decent lives for themselves and 
their families without going abroad?   
 
Let me now call up to the stage our speakers, panelists and moderators.  
 
First, our two speakers: 
 
 Honorable Brother Armin Luistro, Secretary of  Education, whom we ask 
to explain how the Philippine  Government will provide the hard and soft educational 
 infrastructure for a more capable future workforce.    
 
  

Dr. Rogier van den Brink, from the World Bank, to speak  about relevant 
policy reforms for future growth, poverty reduction,  and inclusivity. 

   
Our first distinguished panelist is prominent businesswoman Ms. Doris Magsaysay-Ho, 
a highly-regarded civic and business leader who chaired the APEC Business Advisory 
Council in 2016. Doris can speak to the issues of OFWs since her company is a world 
leader in providing maritime manpower.  
 
Ms. Magsaysay-Ho will be joined by Undersecretary Janet Lopoz, Executive Director 
of the Mindanao Development Authority who can speak to the problem of poverty in 
parts of Mindanao, where life expectancy is ten years below the national average, and 
Korean Chamber president Ho-ik Lee, who will summarize bold reform 
recommendations for the Tourism Sector.  
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And rounding out our panel is its moderator, Mr. Peter Wallace, prominent business 
consultant, columnist, and Philippine ciitzen. Mr. Wallace recently wrote a weekly 
column entitled “It’s All About Jobs” in our media sponsor the Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
providing his usual excellent policy prescriptions. 
 
After the speakers are finished they will join the panel. We look forward to a most 
interesting discussion led by Mr. Wallace.  
 
 
************************************************************************************ 
NOTE: THE ANNOUNCER WILL CALL ON THE TWO SPEAKERS AND THE 
MODERATOR FOR THEIR ROLES 
 
 


