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PANEL 4: MODERNIZING INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
Introduction of Speakers, Panelists, and Moderator 
 
By Mr. Ryan Evangelista 
 
Dear Distinguished guests and friends of Arangkada, 
 
This very interesting panel is being asked to identify solutions for the next decade to the 
challenge of poor infrastructure and the past inability of government to provide adequate 
modern infrastructure. 
 
Our speaker before lunch Bobby de Ocampo told us several years ago that the 
economy’s top priority is infrastructure. He slowly repeated the word three times to 
make sure we understood clearly.  
 
As you can see from the slide on the screen (page 65 in the assessment), according to 
the World Economic Forum the Philippines has slipped into last position behind Vietnam 
among the ASEAN-6 economies for Quality of Overall Infrastructure. Despite the 
substantial progress by the Aquino Administration in more than doubling public sector 
spending on infrastructure to 5% of GDP in 2016 it has not been enough. 
 
When you break down into the components of the WF ranking, the Philippines is also in 
6th position in Road, Railroad, Port, Air, and Power Supply (page 76). So the good news 
is that more infrastructure is being built, while the bad news is that it is far, far from 
being enough.     
 
Let me now call up to the stage our speakers, panelists and moderator.  
 
As our two speakers: we are privileged to have two leading experts on infrastructure, 
one from the private sector and one from the public sector. 
  

Mr. Ed Francisco, President of BDO Capital and  Investment Corporation, 
will discuss our infrastructure  needs for the next decade and how to meet 
them.  

 
and Undersecretary Cosette Canilao, Executive  Director of the PPP 
Center at NEDA, will provide hard facts on projects as well as recommendations 
to make the PPP program more dynamic. 
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Both our speakers will join our panel to be joined by four other experts: 
  

Our first distinguished panelist is Mr. Jesse Ang, Principal Investment Officer for 
PPP Transaction Advisory Services at the IFC. Just last week the IFC hosted an 
all-day forum focused on Philippine PPPs.  

 
Joining Mr. Ang is Mr. John Eric Francia, President and  CEO, AC 
Infrastructure Holdings Inc., an investor in  power, rail, and toll road projects. 

  
And Mr. Carl Willis Country Manager, GHD, a global engineering services 
consulting firm, who will highlight the Infrastructure Policy Note you can read on 
pages 75 to 79 of the assessment. 

 
And Mr. Eduardo Yap, Chair, Traffic and Transportation  Committee, MAP. 
Eddie developed a comprehensive set of  solutions to our traffic crisis.  

  
And moderating this panel is another experienced practitioner, in fact, the first director 
of the BOT Center some 25 years ago former Undersecretary Dr. Alan Ortiz, president 
of SMC Global Power.  
 
************************************************************** 
NOTE: THE ANNOUNCER WILL CALL ON THE TWO SPEAKERS AND THE 
MODERATOR FOR THEIR ROLES 
 


