
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION OF KEYNOTE SPEECH BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE 
 
By Yoshio Amano, JCCIPI President 
 
Dear distinguished guests and friends of Arangkada, 
 
It is my great privilege to welcome and introduce our keynote speaker, the 
Chief Justice of the Republic of the Philippines the Honorable Maria Lourdes 
P. A. Sereno. 
 
The appearance today of Chief Justice Sereno is significant in several ways. 
First, it provides an important balance to our five Arangkada fora. Previously, 
we were addressed by President Aquino, by House Speaker Belmonte, and 
by Senate President Drilon.  
 
Two years ago, Madam Chief Justice was also invited to speak at this same 
forum but unfortunately unexpectedly became ill. But, today the balance is 
complete in that we have hosted the leaders of all three branches of the 
Philippine Government.     
 
we had also been anticipating to hear your insights for two years, and now the 
wait has ended. 
 
the subject you will be addressing – Justice, the Judicial System, the Rule of 
Law are critical to the future of the Philippines, critical to a stable and 
predictable investment environment, critical to the welfare of every citizen and 
corporation in this country whether rich or poor, a multinational or an SME. 
In my native language – Japanese, the word justice is a combination of two 
Kanji characters pronounced as “seigi” which 1st character means “right” and 
the 2nd character means “morality” and “honor” which actually are the very 
essence of justice. 
 
   siegi  (justice) 

    正義 

      right morality 
 
Around Southeast Asia we often see that “seigi” (justice) is missing.  
  

 We do not want to see government officials steal from the 
people and go unpunished.  

 We do not want to see the minority population exploited and 
persecuted. 

 We do not want to see people who seek to exercise basic 
political rights jailed or killed or exiled.  

 We do not want to see indefinite rule by a single political party or 
leader as well as state power seized by the military. 

 We do not want to see contracts broken and ignored by 
governments.  



 

 
 
 

 We do not want to see ecologically important coral reefs and 
forests unprotected and degraded.  

 We do not want to see a large state building potential military 
bases at the very time that territorial claims are being arbitrated 
under the UN Convention on the Law of the Seas. 

 
 
Our region clearly needs much, much better “seigi”.   
 
Here in the Philippines, there are many, many challenges to achieving “right 
morality and honor.”  There is not enough time for me to discuss them, but I 
am confident our speaker will do so much better than I could. 
 
Our speaker, the Honorable Chief Justice Sereno, has had a distinguished 
career since completing her legal studies at the University of the Philippines 
and the University of Michigan. She knows both the law and economic policy, 
having practiced both; law at her law firm and being head of the policy center 
at the Asian Institute of Management before President Aquino appointed her 
to the Supreme Court in 2010.  
 
When her predecessor was impeached, President Aquino appointed her to 
her present position and became the first female Chief Justice. She still has 
18 years ahead of her until she reaches mandatory retirement.  
 
In less than three years of leading the Supreme Court, she has already 
started far-reaching reforms. We will now learn more about these as she 
speaks to us about “Our Plans for Faster, Fairer, and Equal Justice” 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 
NOTE: THE ANNOUNCER WILL CALL ON THE TWO SPEAKERS AND THE 
MODERATOR FOR THEIR ROLES 
 


