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SPECIAL PANEL DISCUSSION WITH PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES 
 
Introduction of Speakers and Business Leaders 
 
By Mr. Rick Santos, President, American Chamber of Commerce of the 
Philippines 
 
Dear Distinguished guests and friends of Arangkada, 
 
I am pleased to introduce and moderate this special panel at which we expect to hear 
bold ideas of the presidential candidates on the theme of our forum. 
 
Unfortunately, we will not hear directly from the candidates, as they are canvassing the 
electorate from North to South now that the official campaign has started.  
 
Vice President Binay, Senator Defensor-Santiago, Mayor Duterte, Senator Poe, and 
Secretary Roxas all sent their regrets.  
 
However, four of the candidates have sent as their representatives four well-known 
persons, two of whom are their spokespersons and two who serve as economic 
advisors. 
 
Let me call each to the stage in the order of the last name of their candidate - which is 
the order in which they will speak - following the recent COMELEC debate. 
 
Secretary Margarito “Gary” Teves, former Secretary of Finance and Congressman 
from Negros Oriental, is advising Vice President JeJomar Binay. Sec. Teves hold a MA 
in Development Economics form Williams College. 
 
Dr. Ernest “Ernie” Pernia, former chairman of the UP School of Economics and Lead 
Economist of the Asian Development Bank, is advising Davao Mayor Rodrigo Duterte. 
Dr. Pernia received his PhD form the University of California (Berkeley).  
 
Mayor Rexion “Rex” Gatchalian, is spokesperson for Sen. Poe. He was elected to the 
Congress at the age of 27, serving two terms before becoming mayor of Valenzuela 
City in 2010. He is a summa cum laude graduate of George Washington University. 
 
Representative Miro Quimbo, is chairman of the Ways and Means Committee of the 
House of Representatives and has served the district of Marakina since 2010. Before 
entering politics, he was CEO of the Pag-ibig Fund and earned his law degree at the 
University of the Philippines. 
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We are asking each panelist to speak for ten minutes. After all have finished, questions 
will be asked by two business leaders whom I will now call to the stage. 
 
Mr. George Barcelon is president of the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PCCI), the country’s largest business organization.  
 
Mr. Julian Payne is president of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce of the 
Philippines and a former senior official with the Government of Canada. 
 
Secretary Teves, may I ask you to explain positions of Vice President Binay.  
 
(AFTER TEN MINUTES)   
Dr. Pernia, may I ask you to explain positions of Mayor Duterte.  
 
(AFTER TEN MINUTES)   
Mayor Gatchalian, may I ask you to explain positions of Senator Poe. 
 
(AFTER TEN MINUTES)   
Chairman Quimbo, may I ask you to explain positions of Secretary Roxas.  
 
QUESTIONS (ROUND ONE) IN ORDER OF SPEAKING 
 
We will now ask Mr. Barcelon and Mr. Payne to ask questions. There will be two rounds 
if time permits. There will be no questions from the floor, but any questions for the 
candidates should be handed in or emailed to Arangkada. 
 
Mr. Barcelon, please ask a question to Sec. Teves. 
 
Mr. Payne, please ask a question to Dr. Pernia. 
 
Mr. Barcelon, please ask a question to Mayor Gatchalian. 
 
Mr. Payne, please ask a question to Chairman Quimbo.  
 
QUESTIONS (ROUND TWO) IN ORDER OF SPEAKING 
Be sure there is enough time to finish four questions 
 
Mr. Barcelon, please ask a question to Sec. Teves. 
 
Mr. Payne, please ask a question to Dr. Pernia. 
 
Mr. Barcelon, please ask a question to Mayor Gatchalian. 
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Mr. Payne, please ask a question to Chairman Quimbo.  
 
ENDING STATEMENT.  Ladies and gentlemen, we have run out of time. We wish the 
candidates success in their campaigns and look forward to hosting the new president 
later this year. Let’s give our guests a big round of applause. 


