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Good morning: 
 
First things first: the best laid out plan will fail in the hands of incompetent and 
inexperienced men and women.  
 
So, the the first order of business for the next President is to assemble a few good men 
and women with experience and integrity and are willing to put in the hard work for 
the common good 

In turn, the President should empower his chosen men. This task should be done even 
before he takes his oath of office (noon of June 30, 2016). 

 
The next President should put together a 6-year public infrastructure program, a 6-year 
human development plan, a 6-year poverty reduction plan, and a 6-year agricultural 
modernization plan. These tasks should be done within his first 100 days.  
 
The next President will find out soon enough he doesn’t have enough resources to 
finance he wants to do. With a tax effort of less than 14%, the outdated tax system 
needs to be reformed. That’s why he should instruct his Secretary of Finance-designate 
to constitute a panel of wise men (not more than 5) to advise him on what changes 

need to be done to make the new tax system higher yielding, efficient, easier to 
administer, and competitive with our ASEAN neighboring countries. A report should be 
done on or before end of September 2016.  

 
We need to reform some economic provisions in the Constitution.  Some restrictive 
economic provisions in the Constitution should be relaxed in order to bring in foreign 
investments. The President should instruct his Executive Secretary-designate and his 
NEDA Director General -designate to assemble a panel of advisers (not more than 
15) to study and recommend what economic provisions in the Constitution need to be 

amended.  
 
In the meantime the President should send to the next Congress an urgent measure 
asking it to call for a constitutional convention.  

 
The work of the constitutional convention should be done by March 2017.  And a 
referendum might be called in May 2017. 

   
All these initiatives call for a close working relationship between the President and 
Congress, a need that can be met by a regular meeting of the Legislative-Executive 
Development Advisory Committee (LEDAC). 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 


