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The Economic Agenda of Mayor Rodrigo Duterte 
as delivered by 

Senate Majority Leader and Vice-Presidential Candidate  
Alan Peter Cayetano 

 
There is a season for everything. A time for all events under the heavens. A time to be born. A 
time to die. A time to plant. A time to harvest. A time to kill and a time to heal. A time to build 
and a time to tear down.  
 
Good morning everybody! I heard this is the most relaxed business group so please relax. 
(laughter ensues) 
 
To the organizers, thank you very much for this opportunity to hear the different candidates, to 
assess way before the election (sic) our stand on different economic issues, and to get a grip of 
what kind of presidency you will have because most of the time in the Philippines, it’s a surprise. 
In the US, you have primaries one year before the election. A year before the primaries, you have 
the debates and the run-up to the primaries. So two years before the election, they start 
campaigning and by election day, you know everything about the candidate and the party and 
their stand. It’s not so here, so forums (sic) like this are very important.  
 
Talking about the United States, Ronald Reagan, one of my favorite US presidents, gave his view 
of how the government views the economy. He said it can be summed up this way: “If the 
economy moves, tax it. If it moves faster, regulate it. If it stops, subsidize it.” Fortunately, he did 
not know much about the Philippines and Philippine politicians because the view of many 
businessmen in the Philippines—of our economy—is like this and of Philippine officials from the 
barangay level up to the Office of the President: “If business moves, how much do I get? If it 
moves so much faster and grows so much faster, how much more can I get? And if it stops, do I 
still get my cut?” Given more time and maybe at another opportunity or maybe during the Q and 
A (Question and Answer), allow Mayor Duterte and I in tandem to present our full platform, 
including our views on specific issues on the economy—or we can even give you some papers 
and keynote presentation on our views on each and every aspect of the economy. However, 
today because of limited time, allow me to address the core issue. As businessmen, you want 
things to get done, and that’s what the Duterte-Cayetano tandem is all about: fast action, decisive 
solutions. There’s always only four concerns that businessmen move forward to politicians, to 
government, and to policymakers:  1) peace and order, 2) corruption or good governance, 3) 
consistent and reliable public policy (regulations that are not whimsical and don’t change 
depending on the mood of government officials especially BIR, i.e. a level playing field), and 4) 
infrastructure needed. This did not come from us but from all international and local groups. 
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All of us before you today will basically tell you the same things and of course, we know who you 
are, so we also know what you want to hear. So the main issue is who can get things done. With 
all due respect to my colleagues, it will not be a lively forum if I will not be open. But I mean no 
disrespect.  
 
Corruption—there is a candidate here who cannot talk about corruption and if he wins—you can 
clap if you want but doesn’t mean you won’t vote for him. If he wins, it will just be like the ERAP, 
GMA, or Marcos time because these corruption issues will continue to hound him. There are 
other consistent, reliable public policy… Infrastructure, the speed… The Aquino administration 
has done much but there’s a lot of areas in energy, in power. There are 17 towers knocked down 
now in Mindanao. It seems that government is helpless to put it back up. In our trains, it seems 
that they are helpless to fix our MRT, the LRT. They approve a 900-billion mass transportation in 
Metro Manila. 100 billion for Manila to Bulacan alone yet the Mindanao railway system, which is 
200 kilometers only cost 76 billion, has been in the table of NEDA since 2010. In 2012, the 
feasibility study for Phase 1 has already made and still it is not moving.  
 
All the economic models and best practices is available to all of us. It’s just a matter of who can 
implement decisively and how to get the job done. Of course, there are issues for example like 
mining. You do have to know if we are pro or anti. That’s one of the problems of this 
administration. They claim to be pro-responsible mining but all the miners say they are anti-
mining. So you will not get straight answers here, in forums like this. You have to assess the 
character of the candidates, their track records, and find out how they decided in the past. In 
Davao City, when Mayor Duterte became Mayor almost 30 years ago, the business community 
approached him and said, “Mayor we want a dialogue,” and the Mayor said, “Tell me what to do. 
What can I do for business?” And the businessmen said something simple, “Mayor, take care of 
peace and order. We’ll take care of doing business.” What did Mayor Duterte do? He took care 
of peace and order, and as a region, Davao has one of the highest growth rate and Davao City 
consistently is growing and has one of the highest growth rate outside Metro Manila—sometimes 
even overtaking Metro Manila. But the Mayor took it further, he made it more business-friendly. 
In the city of Davao, they have a three-day rule: all permits, three (3) days. If you cannot get your 
permit in three (3) days, the department head beside the Mayor will give you the permit and the 
department head will have to explain to the Mayor and to the businessman why the permit was 
not given. If the department head cannot explain, he or she will be fired. If a janitor makes a 
mistake in that department, the department head will be held accountable. The Mayor believes 
in command responsibility; he doesn’t believe in excuses. I see much of my wife in his style of 
administration. When Mayor Lani became Mayor of Taguig, we had complaints about taxes, 
about public policy. It was very erratic. First they say no new taxes, then there’s new taxes. Even 
the call center that is immune to corruption, our former Mayor found a way to shake them down 
by requiring a ID [sic] for all non-Taguig residents in call centers to pay PhP800 and during the 
day an inspector would come and say “I want to go table by table and see if they all have IDs.” 
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So, politicians will be very creative in finding a way to get the things they want done. 
Unfortunately, it’s not business-friendly, it’s pocket-friendly. What did Mayor Lani do? Simple. 
She talked to the businessmen, “I’ll take care of the city. I’ll take care of peace and order. I’ll make 
it simple for you. I’ll put up a one-stop shop. Let’s talk now. Three years, no new taxes.” It’s her 
fifth year, [still] no new taxes but she more than doubled already the budget because the 
businessmen have faith and are paying taxes. Fort Bonifacio now: 550,000 per square meter. In 
Arca South, the Ayalas bought it for over 30,000. Within a few months, they sold 20 has. with 
120,000 per square meter [with] three years to pay. Now, they are selling at 220,000 per square 
meter, all sold out. The Ombudsman, the Civil Service, and the DILG have given us awards for no. 
1 in anti-redtape and one of three recognitions which we’re given is [being] one of three cities 
which has the best business taxation process. 
 
Lastly, ladies and gentlemen, going back to President Reagan, President Reagan said that the nine 
most feared words in the US are in the American language is “I’m from the government. I’m here 
to help” There’s a time for everything. It’s a time for change. It’s time to change his words to the 
most endearing of them all. I’d like to see the day after 2016, where businessmen will be proud 
to accept and shake the hands of government officials to come to you and say, “I’m from the 
Duterte-Cayetano administration. We get things done for you.” 
 
Good morning everyone! Thank you for this opportunity! 
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